to practice. To-day we witness the first fruits of the labor of the council and members of the Odontological Society?a society which was formed as the rallying point for those who desired to be what is now so satisfactorily realized. We do not profess here to grant degrees which can be of no value ; but we hope and will strive to assist in educating to the best of our abilities, and by our example, those who will in the course of time take our places, whenever hurrying time has laid his hand upon us, so as to enable them to start in life with a knowledge of their profession in all its phases, and to hold a position in the medical world, members of an educated and qualified profession.
The College of Dentists was formed, apparently, with the view of detaching the dental profession from the general profession of medicine ; and in the first instance, they ignored altogether the idea of connection with the College of Surgeons. Although the ruling powers there have from time to time modified their opinions, they have now published their intention to seek a charter for themselves, (with what success remains to be seen,) and they have formed a school in which the curriculum appears to be more restricted than should be ; and the position they would take is certainly not so high as they will take who seek the dental diploma granted at the College of Sur- [July, operations 011 the mouth, and are, indeed, deposited in the museum at Naples. Still, the writings of the old Greek authors make it evident that dental practice was carried on in connection with general surgery. It is in recent times that dental surgery has assumed a really special branch of practice; a fact to be accounted for in the increasing necessity of the aid of the dentist, and consequently on the improved manipulative practice, which requires that more time should be devoted to the operations.
It is gratifying to mark the progress which has taken place recently in all the branches which, combined, constitute dental science. In anatomy and physiology especially, in reference to the minute structure of the teeth, and the phenomena connected with their development and growth, as well as the maxillary bones, much has been done ; and it is satisfactory to find that among those who have zealously assisted to bring to light the secret handicraft of nature to unravel the laws which govern absorption and reproduction, are several members of the dental profession. The Unfortunately for humanity, the teeth appear to be a portion of our frame peculiarly liable to premature decay. Considering their importance in the economy, it seems strange that they should be so deficient in those qualities the perfection of which is essential to the health and comfort of individuals ; in fact, it appears that of all parts of our system the teeth are the least adapted for the office they have to fulfil; or to take a superficial view of the question, one would be inclined to attribute a departure from the harmonious action so constantly recognisable in the laws which regulate our frame, and balance so nicely the phenomena of life and health. Whatever the cause be which entails frequent disease and loss of the organs of mastication (and it will be my province hereafter to inquire into the causes of such failure,) their prominent importance as the mechanism whereby the animal and vegetable substances taken to supply nutrition, and the diseases and discomfort which ensue when that mechanism is defective or destroyed, give value to the aid of the dentist, and prove that it is essentially conducive to the health of mankind. By the formation of the dental hospital a class of persons who suffer greatly, but who have not the means to command professional aid, have the opportunity afforded them of being relieved ; and this school of instruction in all the branches which are comprised in dental surgery will teach aspirants to that science how to effect all the good that can be done for the relief of suffering, as regards especially the mouth.
One great result will be gained by the establishment of these institutions, inasmuch as together they will be the means of obtaining important and valuable statisti-cal facts which may go far to throw light on much that is obscure as relates to the cause of diseases, and the phenomena of many of the affections exhibited in the structure or development of the teeth. In the treatment of disease there is much that is empirical; and here again the system of treatment may become more generalised and systematic. It is by recording facts as they occur that truly valuable facts can be obtained, and hence the importance of keeping careful records of all that is done in the operating room of the hospital. I cannot impress too strongly on the minds of you who are present here to-day as pupils the after value which you will attach to notes of cases systematically registered. On comparing your impression of the results of practice, whether in reference to numbers or cases, you will be surprised, on referring to your notes or tables, to find how erroneous has your mental impression been.
There are points in practice at the present time which are at variance with the experience of older practitioners. These institutions will be the means of elucidating the value of particular lines of practice, and testing the motives which have urged them into prominence. Truthfulness is the basis of all scientific research, and should ever be the household god of the professional man. It requires caution as to the reception of new doctrines, and we must carefully discriminate between a theory hastily promulgated from interested motives, and a fact put forward on philosophic grounds, or one emanating in scientific honesty. If Make yourself acquainted with the collateral branches of science, and with general literature ; thus you will gain capacity and refinement of mind which will entitle you truly to practice as, and to hold rank with, professional men, and you will add your weight in the scale to sink the folly of those who deem it politic to lower the position of the dentist, and to make him a nonentity in the professional and social scale. You will help also to shame those practitioners in medicine and surgery who appear to be so easily alarmed lest their province should be invaded by the improved education of the dentist, and who have subscribed to most illiberal and unfounded notions put forth with regard to the dental diploma issued from the College of Surgeons. Those 
